
Title: Gospel-Centered Servant Leadership  

Passage: Mark 10:32-45 
 
Introduction: 
Trinity Church Ministry Vision is to bring glory to God by building up and equipping its members for living out 
the Gospel in every facet of life. (“Building it up; Living it out”) 
Trinity Church Ministry Values: Gospel-Centered... 
Preaching and Teaching, Worship, Servant Leadership, Discipleship and Growth, Fellowship, Living, Servant 
Leadership, Evangelism and Mission 
- these values are not distinct/separate but rather connected with one another. 
 
Passage: Mark 10:32-45 
And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were 
amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to 
happen to him, saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 
chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. And 
they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, 
“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with 
which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you 
will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or 
at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that 
those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Context: Two weeks earlier... 
Mark 9:33-35 
And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on 
the way?” But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 
And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all 
and servant of all.” 
 
End of Jesus’ ministry in Judea 
Matthew 20:25-28 
But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Point: Jesus repeated emphasis of humility 
- Why? God hates pride; He honors humility 
 
God hates the prideful 
Proverbs 8:13 



The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. 
Pride and arrogance and the way of evil 
and perverted speech I hate. 
Proverbs 21:4 
Haughty eyes and a proud heart, 
the lamp of the wicked, are sin. 
Proverbs 16:5 
Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the Lord; be assured, he will not go unpunished. 
Romans 1:30 
slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 
1 Timothy 3:6 
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of 
the devil. 
1 John 2:16 
For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from 
the Father but is from the world. 
James 4:6 
But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
God is pleased with the humble 
James 4:6 
But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
Micah 6:8 
He has told you, O man, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Contrast of Paths: Path of self-promotion vs. Path of self-denial  
Self-Promotion 
- works in the kingdom of man 
Self-denial 
- works in kingdom of God 
Quote: “We would worry less about what others think of us if we realized how seldom they do.” (Ethel 
Barrett) 
 
Self-Examination Questions:  
Are you a prideful person? 
What would others say with regards to those questions about you? 
Are you sensitive to correction/criticism? 
Do you have trouble saying “I was wrong”? 
Do you find it hard to forgive? 
Do you spend a lot of time worrying about what others think of you? 
 
Passage Discussion 
Mark 10:35 (the approach) 
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask of you.” 
- James and John had reputation of being brashful and quick to anger (“sons of thunder”) 



 
Mark 10:36-37 (the request) 
And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your 
right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 
- James and John knew enough that Jesus would one day sit in majestic glory.  Reflected their great selfish 
ambitious desires. 
 
Mark 10:38-40 (Jesus response) 
Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 
but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
- cup = taking something in completely, pointing to God’s wrath 
Isaiah 51:17 (cup of God’s wrath) 
Wake yourself, wake yourself, stand up, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk from the hand of the Lord the cup 
of his wrath, who have drunk to the dregs the bowl, the cup of staggering. 
 
Mark 10:41 (the effect on others) 
And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 
- other disciples were jealous because they, in their pride, would have asked as well. 
 
Mark 10:42-45 (Jesus call for servant leadership) 
And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you. 
But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must 
be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 
 
Philippians 2:5-8 (picture of Jesus’ heart) 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. 
 
APPLICATION 
1. True humility belongs to Christ. 
Matthew 11:29 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 
 
2. True humility begins in the heart. 
Song: “Change My Heart, O God” 
Psalms 51:10 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
3.True humility expresses itself through serving others. 
- loving others, honoring others, forgiving others, submitting to others 
John 13:12-16 (Jesus example of washing feet) 



When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do 
you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I 
then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have 
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
 
4. True humility results in blessings when it is lived and not just learned. 
John 13:16-17 
Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
 
Assignment: Study Ephesians 4, 5, 6 and ask “Where do I see humility in these passages?” 

 


